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Participant Information Sheet

Title: Linguistic Alignment in children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder. 
Investigators: Elizabeth Osborn; Dr Melissa Allen, Lancaster University. 

Dear Parent/Guardian,

I would like permission to enrol your child as a participant in a research study. This project investigates how children with and without autism ‘align’, or match, the words and structure of their language with the language choices of others. This information sheet should give you a basic idea of what the research project is about and what you and your child’s participation will involve.  If you would like more details about something mentioned here, or require any information that is not included, please feel free to contact myself at e.h.osborn@lancaster.ac.uk

Purpose

This study looks specifically at whether children with and without a diagnosis of Autistic Spectrum Disorder align the features of their language with the language choices of others. Research has identified that in conversation speakers tend to use the same words as each other to express something (e.g. both referring to a dog as a ‘puppy’) and tend to use the same ordering of words in sentences. However fascinatingly, speakers are often unaware of this behaviour. By studying children with Autism this research aims to investigate two explanations of language alignment; if there is a link between social beliefs about a conversational partner and word alignment, or if there is a basic neural basis for alignment, a kind of automatic copying. 
Voluntary Participation
Please note that participating in this study is voluntary and that you and your child have the right to refuse to take part, or withdraw from the study at any time. 

Procedure

If you agree for your child to participate in the study then he or she will be asked to play two fun games of ‘snap’ where they will be required to describe or name a picture card before deciding if it is ‘snap’ (e.g. matches the experimenter’s picture). There will also be a quick task identifying emotional expressions to obtain a measure of social understanding and a brief simple vocabulary task which requires your child to point to pictures. The procedure is designed to be a fun game. Simply for the purposes of data coding responses will also be audio-taped. This will be stored anonymously in an encrypted form on a password-protected computer purely for the purposes of scoring the responses. The session should last approximately 20 minutes (split into as many or few sessions as is best for your child). We will stop the session at any point if your child expresses disinterest or a desire to leave. 
Risks

There are no known risks associated with participation in this study. 

Benefits
Although there are no direct benefits to those who participate, through this research we hope to learn more about language alignment in Autism and the role that belief’s about others has on language development.

Confidentiality

All data will be treated in strictest confidence, and will only be used for scientific purposes. Data will be coded by number to ensure your child’s anonymity is preserved. Only grouped data will appear in final reports.
Consent:
I, __________________________________ (parent’s name), certify that the study has been explained to me and that all of my questions/concerns have been addressed.  I agree to participate in this study with my child. I understand that I have the right to withdraw at any time without penalty.

Child’s name
__________________________________________________________

Child’s date of birth     __________________________________

Parent’s signature ______________________________________________________

Date  ________________________

**********

For Investigator use only:

I, __________________________________________(name of person obtaining consent) certify that the research procedures and potential risks of this project have been explained and described in writing to the participant named above.
Signature of person obtaining consent_______________________________________

Date:  ___________________________

NOTE:  This study has been approved by the Ethics Committee, Department of

Psychology Lancaster University. If you have any comments or questions about this research you may contact Professor Charlie Lewis, Head of Department (ph: 01524 593822, c.lewis@lancaster.ac.uk). Any issues you raise will be treated in confidence and investigated fully, and you will be informed of the outcome.
